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:ntical.iy and completely restored Trench colonial house shoeing 

French Canadian and Caribbean influences. Built ca. 173?

Authcnl 

both French

on the site in its present sj.ze and form with a later enclosure 

01 part of the galw-;.e -Tor a kitchen, Rectangular structure, 

1:3 x 32 feet overall .cdiisensions including E^lerie- Construction 

classified as pote a ax-s ur-s olle or post en a sill. (Vertical oak 

timbers resting on stone "sills form the upright walls.) Interstices 

filled with clay and hand-chopped straw. Steep hipped roof covers 

the main block of the house, with the lower pitched roof of the 

galarie co::pletely surrounding the hipped roof of the house.

Sxterior and interior walls covered with whitewash as they were 

originally.

entrance asymmetrically placed on facade, giving access to a 

broad hallway passing between the two interior roo:r to the rear 

entrance opposite. The northern (stiller) roe.;: is the cham'nre. 

Ihe larger room is the combination living-dining area, the 

sails de rd.li.eu. A steep stairway connects the centra]. hallw3.y 

witn the largo" attic-storage space under the roof. In this attic 

the h'crman truss and all rocf and floor rafters are exposed. 

Restoration includes hard.-ade lights in the casement viirdows and 

authentic period furnishings throughout, most of which were pur 

chased in Quebec, Canada.

A number of 3te. Oenevieve structures originally constructed at 

the old Ste, meaevlevc site on the flood plain of the kississippi 

River southeast of the present town, were roved totally or in part 

to the new site after the great flood of 173J. Evidence of reuse 

cf tinners in the 3oldue house indicates that it rnay have been one 

of the structures frc,:: the original settlement.

Originally the Kitchen was located in the yard behind the house 

on a portion of the property that was sold in 1315. The northwest. 

of the Kalir/ie wa.-i enclosed to house a new kit-hen -' - -t the; ti: .e 

of the property sale. The restored kitchen is within the gal aria.

About Idlie tne house was A-ericanised by Joseph h. A~oureu,c, a 

merchant. In later years the house suffered ne :;lect. The -generous 

space of the interior rooris was sutdlv-ded. Advanced deterioration 

had set in by I.?!i9 when the jclonial Danes acquired the house.

The restoration includes the surrounding yard, nucii reduced fro.:i its 

original size, outbuildings (smokehouse and well house) and the re 

planting of the garden copying designs published in La houvsylle 

n hhj^tsrjuo of 17;'5, know; to hav 2 been familiar to colonial 

"ers; ""'rnuY p-operty is enclosed by an approximately 7' high 

of cedar posts.

n 
-l

House and grounds -./ere rcsro-ed in 19'J5-1?57.
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This house is primarily significant as a superb p;-:a:;ple o." a 

orice-nrevaleni building method in Trench Colonial Ar.erica and 

as a cultural docurert o" life in the "rench colonial era in 

the upper ancl lo-.rer "Louisiana Country/'.

'.'.Q historic parsons or events of outstanding nature are kno-.m 

to have been associated -with the hojso. (D". Ernest A. Cor.nally 

in interview cvith 'Jalter ^,. Orlh:rein in nsvrsoaoer article, St. 

loui: _Gloi"-:;s-:ocrat, - 'a;' }<, 1953, p. 1 ?'. ) ' '

Louis Bolrtuc (173''.-1-'1;>) a prosperous farner and riiner, T.'as an 

early o-.:r.er of the houre.

Tne building 'ras ore of the first fully researched and executed 

restoration projects in ";issouri. It Has the first French colonial 

house in the 13.ssissi.ppi Valley to be restored to its original 

for,!. As there was no eirtant original or restored e.:;a .pie to 

serve as a guideline, the restoration work vas the result of 

scrupulous rosearch. The buildir.;- -, Tas thoroughly inspected to 

provide clues "nich ."light determine the nrcper course of restoration.

The restoration (l?56-lS;i'7) " ;a:3 supervised by Dr. -"rnest A. Connally, 

th.en associate professor of architecture at the University of 

Illinois, presently Chief, O':'fice of Archeology and historic 

?reser?atisr. "'aticnal ?arh Serv'ice, ^/ashington ?i.C.; and Lr, 

Charles Tan r.avenircaay, then director of the lassouri. historical 

"ociciy, 3t. Inuis, presently director of t'^ Henry jYancis DuPo-'-t 

hi-terthur huseun, at ".'ilrcngson., Dela-.rarej and I'.r. Charles hagel, 

then director of the City Art IIus^u;-, St. Louis, nresently direc ier 

of the hat'.onal Portrait Gallery, :.r?shington D.C.
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